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Isn't it amazing to
realize that we have once
again found ourselves
celebrating the holidays
and the end of another
year? At the same time,
as Mayor, | refect on the
successes of another great
year in Clayton!

We've achieved much
throughout this past
year, and I'm sure we'll
accomplish even more in
2007!

The new year will be
a year of dedication to
Clayton's infrastructure,
with strong emphasis
on streets resurfacing,
sidewalk extension and
repair, and water and
sewer improvements.

As we wrap-up
2006 we look forward

It's always seems a
shame to just throw the old
phone books in the trash.
There's always a feeling
that they must be good for
something!

Clayton citizens now
have an alternative to

AT LAST-A Good Plac

Mayor Looks Forward to
New Year, New Projects

to completion of street
improvements on Horne
Street, Central Street, and
of course the Highway 70
safety improvements,
including the newly
realigned Main Street
intersection. Looking
forward at 2007 you can
expect street and utility
work on Wilson Street and
Whitaker Street as well as
resurfacing on Oakdale
Avenue. We also have a
major improvements project
under design on Second
Street and resurfacing and
drainage work planned for
Kennel Lane.

At times it seems street
construction may best
be described as "street
destruction"” as it can be
loud, dirty, and disruptive,
but we continue to approach
projects such that we
meet the comprehensive
needs for infrastructure
maintenance in a given

Gather up
all your old
phone books from
desks, bookshelves
and closets and take
them to the new
phone book recycling
container at the
Operations Center.

just "dumping" them.

A special container has
been set up to receive
old telephone books for
recycling.

Now you can take your

location rather than
placing the "band-aid" of
resurfacing the asphalt
without attention to the
subsurface infrastructure:
drainage, water, and
sewer. This approach
means that projects

take a little longer and
cause more short-term
inconvenience, but once
completed the work will
bring the lasting value
of improved reliability
and less cost for future
maintenance.

I'll be sharing more
details about these and
other major projects for
the new year with
you in future issues of
The Insider.

On behalf of the Town
Council, I would like to
wish you and all your
family, neighbors and
friends happiness and
joy that never ends.

Happy New Year!

e for Old Phone Books to Go

old phone books to the
town's Operations Center
on NC 42 West—anytime—
24 hours a day, seven days
a week.

Waste Management,
which handles the trash
service for the town, is
providing the container.

The Town will pay rent for
the container until it decides
the service is no longer
needed.

Discarded books will be
hauled to Recycle America
in Raleigh for processing.



ARBOR DAY

Town officials launched an
ambitious tree preservation
program last month that added
51 new trees at Community Park
and will ultimately result in a
computer database of every tree
in town.

Councilman Michael Grannis
joined Mayor Pro Tem Robert
J. Ahlert and town planning
offcials in leading an Arbor
Day ceremony Nov. 28 that
both solidifed plans to have
Clayton designated a Tree City
USA Community and continued
efforts to help the area maintain
its small town charm despite
the rapid growth that’s being
predicted. Afterwards, volunteers
from the Johnston County Master
Gardner’s Program were part of
the group that joined together in
planting 29 Southern Live Oaks
and 22 Eastern Red Buds at the
Park.

Certified Arborist John Sugg
of Wilson, who spoke at the
ceremony and then held a short
seminar on tree planting and care
before joining in the planting, said
the efforts here “easily getan A.”

“Clayton is one of the more
progressive communities in North
Carolina,” he said. “They’re on
the ball here, and | can’t say that
about most of the communities |
work with. They have shown all
the indications of taking this very
seriously.”

Already officials have changed
the town’s subdivision regulations
to require greater saving of trees
in new developments and issued
new rules for the Highway 70
corridor through town that
requires planting bushes and
shrubs.

This ceremony and planting is
the fnal step in our application
to become a Tree City USA town,”
said Zoning Administration
Offcer and Interim Planner

IN CLAYTON

Charlie Yokley. “We’ll
have another Arbor Day
celebration in March, and
then we’ll be celebrating
it every year.”

Once the town receives
the Tree City USA
designation, offcials will
seek a Tree Inventory
Grant from the NC
Division of Forestry
Resources to track and

Above, Arborist John Sugg assists Mayor Pro
Tem Robert Ahlert and Councilman Michael
Grannis with planting a tree at Community
Park. Left, Ahlert and Grannis work on flling
in around the tree. Below, Master Gardner
Adair Pickard and Johnston County Extension
Agent Shawn Banks also plant a tree at the
park.

document the kind, size,
age and condition of every
tree in town so that a
professional management
program can begin.

“That’s the ultimate
goal,” Yokley said. “It will
involve charting each tree,
the type and size, age and
condition.”

Both the November 28
and the March plantings
and ceremonies are
being fnanced through
a $6,693 Urban Forestry
Grant.“We’re serious about
protecting and preserving
the beauty we have here in
Clayton,” Mayor Jody McLeod
said. “This is something we can
do that will be a blessing now

and for generations to come.”

Any groups or individuals
interested in assisting in the project
are invited to contact Yokley at
553-1545.



